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1 . (C) Terrorist attacks against the Cano Limon-Covenas 
pipeline have fallen dramatically in 2003. ^ 




^ „, ,„ _ ^ T yresiaent 

Uribe ' s upcoming visit to the region will contribute more 
high level support for addressing the department's tenuous 
security situation. End summary. 



Pipeline Attacks: A Deceptive Statistic 



2. <C) As of July 16, the Cano Limon-Covenas oil pipeline in 
the department of Arauca had suffered only 13 terrorists 
attacks in 2003, a rate that if projected for the remainder 
of the year would lead to the lowest number of attacks on the 
pipeline in over a decade. This reduction is evidence of the 

18th Brigade's increased patrols on the pip eline and 

aggressive prosecution of pipeline bombers . | 



the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the 
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National Liberation Army (ELN) remain strong in Arauca both 
numerically and in terms of influence. The United Self 

Defense Forces (AUC) also have a strong presence in the 

southern part of the department. I 



Attacks on the civilian 

population in general, locally contracted Occidental 
Petroleum (OXY) manual laborers in particular, pipeline 
maintenance and logistics facilities, and, most importantly, 

the regional power arid have all increased. I 



On July 8, for example, a successful terrorist attack left a 
signif icant portion of Arauca without electricity for nearly 
a weefc j""**** r ^ T " , "" , °' " *~ """" ™ 
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